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meets on the second Monday of ewvery month mat 7:30 PM at the Kitsap

Unitarian Fellewship Church on Perry Avenue in East Bremerton. The public is cordialily imvited.
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Paragliding!

Bill Armstrorng will introduce the
gport of paragliding which is=
rapidly growing in popularity in
the United States with a current
agtimate of over 3,000 certified
wilote. Paragliding is commonly
teamed with the sport of mountain
climbing. Bill will show a film
and a s2lide presentation on
paragliding in Burcpe and thse
Uu.s.

Upcoming Events

Autumn Rock Climbing

OCTOBRR 1st and 2nd; Back By
Popular Demand! Brad Allro and
Skip McKenzie are holding another
beginning level rock climbing
seminar at Isavenworth. Becauae
of the Rat Creek fires climkhing
will be at Phashastan Pinmacles
instead of Icicle Creek. Rock
ghoes are a must for this
sandstone /friction class.
Memberas will camp in a state
wark (Brad’s cabin was lost in
the fire). Size is limited to 15
peocple. To =ign up contact Doug
Savage at 698-9774.

Dry Creek Trail Clean-up

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2Znd; Joe Weigsl
and Kevin Kilkridge are helping
to finish ths top half of a trail
clean—up on the Dry Creek Trail
near lLaks Cushman. This effort
iz sponsored by the Washington
Trails Association in conjunction
with the fedesral government. The
work will e primarily bruzshing
with mincr log and water
rrojects. Toole will ke
provided. To join contact Jos at
871-0291.

Mt. Anderson

OCTOBER 8th, 9th & 10th; John
Elaworth is climbing Mt. Andsrson
via the Dosewallipe trail. It is=
a 12 mile hike into Mt. Andserson.
There will be akout 5 miles of
lata day travel on Priday,
Octoker 7th, to the first camp.
There will als=o bs a group
leaving Saturday morning. Those
wishing to hike only ars welcoms
agf to Honeymoon Meadows, where
. T.J. Rlaworth will be
! reioning over Saturday
1 evaning camp entertainment
T and fun. Jobhn plans to
take climbers to the summit
{ on tha 9th. Some glacier
» travel is required for
those participating in ths
climbing portion of the
wvaekend. Call John at
698-7120.
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Day Hike to Deer Lake

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15th; Steve
Vittori will be leading a day
hike up the Canyon Cresek Trail
to Deer Lake near Soleduck.
Thiz iz 6.2 mile (round trip)
route with 1500 feet of
slevation gain. The trail i=
through weatsrn hemlock and
Douglag-fir with a variety of
plants covering ths forest
floor. To join Steve, call him
at 377-1B69.

Aurora Springs Trail
Clean—-up

WERKEND} of OCTOBER Z2nd and
23rd; Doug Savage is seeking
volunteerse to help ths Park
SBervice clsan the Awrora Springs
Trail near ILske Crescent. The
Park will host volunteerz at the
Olympic Ingtitue bunkhouses.
Bring fixinsg’ for a Satwday
night barbegqua. There will bhe
NQ chaingawg on this trail;
volunteerg are asked to kring
their own krushing sguipment.
Call Doug Savage at 698-9774 for
more information.

Upper Lena Lake Weekend

WEEKEND of OCTCOBER 22nd & 23rd;
Chrig Hildebrand is heading to
Upper Iena Iaks. Hikers will
have the option of tackling the
additional challenges of
clinbing nearby Mt. Isna and Mt.
Brotherton. It is 7.5 miles
with 3800 feet of slevation to
this beautiful and tranguil
lake; it is well worth the
affort. Contact Chris at
698-9774.

Deer Park - Obstruction Pt

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23rd; Lynn Howat
and Joyce Kimmel are hiking the
Desr Park - Omatruction Point
trail. They will be lsading two
groupa from oppofite trailhsads
go that car keye can be swapped
in passeing, makirng it an 8 mile
trip with only modarate
alevation gain. Thie is
primarily a ridge hike with wide
opan vietas. You can reach Lynn
for the OCkstruction Point to
Deer Lake path at 598-3087, and
Joyce for thae Deer Park to
Okstruction Point route at
876-1497.

Mt. Buckhorn

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29th; Bill
Boileau will clinb the twin
peaks of Mt. Buckhorn, locatsd
just northea=zt of Msrmot Pass in
the Quilcens region of the
Clympice. It is approximately 5
miles into Mt. Buckhorn. The
posks are rated as class 2 and 3
climba. Call Bill at 613-5263.



This and That

Interested Members Meeting

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13th;Octoker’s
intarested members meeting will
e held at Douy Savage’s houss.
Here, club business issuss and
activity ideas2 will be discussed.
This is an excellent opportunity
for nsw members to meet others in
a 2mall setting. BRING YOUR FALL
TRIP IDEAS!! Contact Doug or
Chrig at 698-9774 for directions.

Potluck

FRIDAY, OCTCBER Z2lst; Steve and
Carol Cobb will host the Octoler
rotluck at their home in Port
Crchard. Bring your favorite hot
dish, =alad or dassert and ke
prepared for fun, food and
convergation. For directions and
to R8VP call Carol or Steve at
876-6523.

Officer Elections

Nominations for new clubk officers
will take place during the
regrlar October mesting. Joyce
Eimmal is heading a nominating
comnittese which will answsr
gueations redgarding the positions
and take names of intarestad
menmbera. Rlections ars held in
November; and, new officers
asguma their positions in
January. If you are intarested
in running for an office or know
a member who you feel iz a good
candidate; contact Joyce at
876~1497, or Lyrm Bowst at
598-3087.

For Sale: New, Unused Coleman
gingle mantle gas lantern with
cage, $30. Call Bert Cripe,

895-4299.

Door Prize Winner

Jon Tay was the winner of the
Septonber meeting door prize, a
full size Therm—A-Rest pad.
Thankas, as always, o Judd at Mt.
Constance Mountain Shoppe for
donating the monthly door prize.

Members' Slide Show
Organizational Potluck

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19th; T. J.
Eleworth iz hosting a potluck at
her home to finalize planz for the
Novemnber meseting vemkwrs’® Slids
Show. The Novembsr maesting
entertainment will allow clubk
neabsrs to show some of their
favorita glides from their own
outdoor exyxeriences. T.J. will e
organizing menbers who do not
already have glide film to have
their printe converted to zglides
for tha show.

This is the ABSCOLUTE ILAST CHANCE
for members to commit to
rregenting. Bring as many slides
or printa to the potluck az you
think would ks of intersest. T.J.
is developing tha program arcund a
one howr and fiftasn minute time
limit, and participants will be
asked at the potluck to help
define the content based on the
nurlber of presenters and what
they’d like to show. Call T.
at 698-7120 for dirsctions and
more details.

J.



Misc Outings &
Long Range Trips

Sunday Strolls

MONTHLY SUNDAY STROLIS; Beocky and
Teddy Wiles are organizing
monthly Sunday walks through the
Belfair Wetlarndms. The Sundaye
are: Octoker 16th, November 20th
and Decemnbar 18th. The group
will meet at 2:00 pm ard atroll
the wetlarnds to watch the esagsons
changs. Thig is an excsellsent
activity for families, seniore
and the "Rasy at Heart". There
iz no elevation gain. Contact
Backy or Teddy at 876-5718.

Montana Ski Excursion

MARCH Znd THRU 6th, 1995; Chrie
Boell is organizing a ski vacation
to Vhitefish, Montana via Amtrak.
The group will catch the train
around 5:00 pm in Seattlse on
Thursay the Znd and arrive in
Vhitefish about 6:00 am the next
morning. Friday, Saturday and
Sunday will be filled with
downhill and/or crosg—country
sikiing, as well asz, genaeral
nerry-naking. Tired winter
gports snthusiasts will board the
Amntrak Sunday evening and head
bark for Ssattle, whare they will
arrive Monday morning. The cost
por pers=on should bs arcound 5350
excluding food anil drink. This
fin-packed adventure takes soms
re—planning, sc call Chris early
at 876-4800.

Day Hike at Lake Mills

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th; Doug
Savage is planning an eagy day hike
in the Lake Mille area. For more
information, contact Doug at
698-9774.

Winterfest 1995

WEERKREND of FEBRUARY 18th, 19th &
20th, 1995; It’s time to make your
regervationz for the annual PWC
¥interfest at longmire near Mt.
Rainier. During thie long weekend,
membere gpend their days
crosg—country skiing, snow—shoeing
or participating in their othsr
favorite winter recreations, while
evenings are filled with fun, food
and wine in front of the roaring
fireplace. No pior regervations
in the PWC’s nsme have been made.
It’e2 important for you to call as
soon asg possible to ressrve your
room. If you are looking for other
club membere sesking roommates,
contact Doug Savage at 698-9774.
The telephons number at Iongmire is
(206)569-2275. Don’t miss out!l!!




INVITED

A SPECIAL INVITATION TO AN
EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
BY DON PAULSOR

PV¥C club membar, Don Paulson,
will have a gelsection of his
limited edition and hand tintsd
rhotographs displayed at
Christophe’s Waterfront Cafe in
Bremsrton starting Saturday,
Octoler 8th, 1994. Don would
like to invite club membere to a
rhotographsr "2 reception from
NOON to THREE on COCTOBER 87TH.

Chrigtophe’s Cafe ig upstairz in
the Waterfront Boolks=s store
located at 112 Washington Avenus,
Bremerton. The cafe’s hours are
from 11 to 5 on weskdays and 11
to 4 on weekends. The exhibition
iz expected to run through
November, although no ending date
has een =et.

Newsletter Contributions

Articles, trip reports,
interviswa, announcements, stc
for the PENWICIR can bs sent to:
Teresa Miller, P.O. Box 3163,
Bremarton, WA 98310; Or, phone
373-6781. Please include your
nsme and telephorne number with
your sulkmittals.

A small group of members spends s
few hours in the svening near the
end of sach month assembling and
preparing the new=aletter for
mailing. If you would like to
help out, contact Doug Savage at
698-9774.

: ofz| For Your
1 (¥ [nformation

Cotner Publishes 2nd Book

PVC member, June Cotner’s, second
ook will ke puklished by
HarperColling on Octolbar 7th and
ghould be available in all local
bookstores. The hardcover ook,
Graceg: Prayerg and Poems for
Everyday Meals and Special
Cccasiong, is a collsction of
multi- cultural poemse, prayers,
gongs and invocations.

Graces will e featursed on the
front cover of the Fall 1994 Torch
Catalogus, which is mailed to
150,000 elergy, religicus
professionals and serious readers
of religious and spiritual kbooks.
June is the besst-aelling author of
ths Homs Deaign Handbook which is
now in its 5th printing and was
written under her former married
name of Myrvang. June will be
happy to autograph gither book at
future PWC meetings.

' Eor U Due ok v
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The Hike From Hell

by Doug Savage

Have you ever noticed that when
hackpackers get together they
always talk akout the tripe on
wvhich they had a miserable time?
Nobody tells tales akout good
weather, pleasant scenery, and
good company; it’s always clouds
of moggquitoss, torrantial
downpoursg, or being lost in the
fog. If you haven’t had any
terrikls wilderness experiences,
may I suggest Tehletsky Creek
trail bstween the Quinault and
the Quesets Rivera. It will give
you snough fodder for your hiking
"war gtories" to lamt a lifetims.

The Tshletsky Creek trail has
always besn the ’next ysar’s
hike’. Since I first read Woods’
degcription of the now abandoned
trail I’ve always wanted to give
it a shot. ILast year Joe and
Kathy Weigel, Joyce Kimzel and T
tried froam the Queets River szids
but were turned back by bad
weather. This year Joe and I
decided to try again. We thought
it would be better to climbk down
over fallen logs than be
congtantly climbing up them, so
we started the trail from the
Quinault River gide. Kathy and
Joyce thought better of making a
zecond attempt. I wish I had
their good sense.

Ve left Bremerton Friday
aftsrnoon to aake the drive
around the Olympic Peninsula.
After dropping off a car at the
Queets River trailhead, we drove
to Lake Quinault, had dinner and
car campad at a Forest Service

caapground. Car campars kept
coning in all night long =o we
never did get a good night’s
2leep. Just ag =2oon a8 I dozed
off, the alarm went and it was
tire for kreakfast.

In spite of owr lack of rest, the
weather was perfect for hiking,
cool and misty with clearing
predicted by the afternoon.
we g2igned up at the ranger’s
gtation I inguired if there had
been anybody on the Tshletsky
trail so far that yesar. The
seasonal responded that, to be
perfectly honest, he had no idea
just where the trail was and
wighed us luck.

Vhen

The first day was just about as
good a2 it gete. We were on the
trail by 10:00 A.M. The first
mile or twg of the trail is
eagentially £lat as it wanders
through the Quinault River flood
plain. After an intersection
with a @ide path to Irely Laks,
the trail gtarted to gradually
agcend. At noon we kroke out
amove the fog. Four miles in we
crogaed Big Creek via a newly
uilt steel kridge. Froa this
roint on the trail grew much
steespar (and less travelsd).
thiz elevation the forest was
predominately Alsska Cedar; a
gide trail leads to ths largest
nowvn specimesn of the species,
twelve fest in diameter. Not too
far past the "big tree" (about 6
miles) the trail started to khreak
out into alpine zsadows. We
stopped in ons for lunch.

At

- Continued on page 7 -



- Hike from Hell cont. from page 6 -

After entering the high country
the trail lessens in grade. At
6.6 miles we intersected the
Skyline Trail. A sign there read
"Tehletgky Cresk Trail -
Abandoned". This iz were the fun
really began. There were no
markerg to show where the trail
even used to ke. We headed north
and crossed a sawampy extinct
lake. On the other gide Joe found
the trailbed. It was almost
completaely covered by
hucklekberries. We followsd this
for akbout a half mile to a small
meadow where the Three Lakes
Shelter used to stand. The Park
Service has torn the sheltsr down
and thrown the timbers dovn a
gully. Neverthelesz the meadow
was a wonderful place to camp
(Note: in late summer watar at
the meadow iz confined to a few
2mall gtagnant pools). Joe
pitchad the tent; I made dinnar.
The place was great until about
8:00 P.M. when the wind died down
and the swvarmse of mosguitoes
invaded, In lieu of keing satan
aliva, we dacided to retire to
the tant early.

Getting out of kbed the next
morning wss a 2low process.
the time we broke camp it was
already 10:30. It was about a
gquartser mile further to the
Quests /Quinault Divide. At the
cregt we found old wooden trail
signs pointing the way to
Tehletaky Creek. The path was
faint and overgrown with
huckleberrie=s, hemlock and =silver
fir saplings. We descended
through the Paradise Valley and
pagged Delta Tarn and Lily Pad
ILaka. Elk scat was everyvhers.

By

This wag a trail way off the
eaten path. Aftsesr akbout two
milesz we made our firet cresk
crosging. Unfortunately, when we
got to the far side of the cresk,
the trail was totally oons.

The next 5 miles was oclose to pure
hall. If we found the trail, it
only lasted akout 100 yarde before
digappearing into salmonberry
thickets. Occasionally we would
find an old orange mnarkser in a
tree, a cut log, or a pisce of
survayorg tapae. Pretty soon ws
sbandorned looking for the trail
altogether and stuck to elk paths.
Cccasionally we would follow the
creekbed; blow downs and
undergrowth often made the passage
in the forest impossible. I
gained a lot of respect for the
original pionesrz who first
crogged the Mountains.

We even found proof of alien life.
Vhile following the wall trodden
glk traila, often better groomed
than the Hoh River Trail, we mada
an interesting discovery. Every
once in a while thease trails just
cams to an akrupt end and for no
apparent reason. It wa= like the
8lk just vanished into thin air
without a trace. Joe and I would
then climb log= and crash through
the underorowth until we could
find another elk trail, a couple
hundred yardsa further down stream.
I couldn’t picture a herd of 20
cowe, calvee and bulls just
stopping and the lsead animal
gaying "Whoa — bhack up here!".
The only ratienal conclusion was
the animals had besen suddenly
blasted intoc outerspace by beings
unknowr.

- Continned on page 8 -



- Hike from Hell cont. from page 7 -

It was 9:00 P.M. befores we
raachad ths 10th and final
crogaing. It was the hardest day
of hiking in ay whole life. As I
dropped ny pack I suddsenly
realized that any Therms—Regt was
gorse, ripped off my back by some
eneaky fir tree or somsthing.
Exhaustsad, ws mads camp on a
gravel bar, ate dinmer snd soon
wvore fast asleep.

The 6:30 A.M. alarm arrived much
too guickly. With aching muscles
and gtiff jointe we slowly got
out of bed. Today we were
determined to make it to the next
canp at a reasonable hour.
According to Wood’g guidsbook,
the trail was supposed to improve
from here on down. Of course,;
I’m not really sure we were on
the trail and the guide book is
10 yaars old. We climbed up ths
eazt 2ide of the creskbad and
started to look for the trail.
Not finding it, we turnsd north
and started dowvnstream. After a
mile or 8o we came across2 a good
gized creek. Consulting the map
we concluded we were about 200
feet below the trail The
creakbed looked like it offered
the best passage so we started to
climb. BIG MISTAKE!

Bafore long we found pursselvie in
thae "Grand Canyon"'" of the
Olympics; there were cliffs all
around ug. At 1700 fest (akout
400 feet highar than the +trail
ghould have kbesen) the cresk
Iranched. We started to climb an
avalanche chute. Pretty =scon the
rocks we were dislodging wers

bacomning airkborne as they crashed
to the creek, about 200 feet
below ug. I guastioned Joe
whether wve should retreat. "Owver
that s@*#? Besides I don’t want
to loose the slevation we’ve
gained." Az we rounded a
buttress the stesp chute cguickly
turned into a cliff. 8Since there
really was no way to go back, we
gnaked our way arocund. For those
people who don’t know me, I’m NOT
a8 climber. In fact I’m scared of
heighte. And this A
cliff scared the’ : X
gocks off of me.
Finally we made it
across. 1 was i
panting from
anxiety. This
wouldn’t have
nasn bad with a
day pack, but it
was one hell of a
way to go with a full
onse. Joe remarked,
"Maybe we should start
loosing some elevation
now." We both just
gtartad to laugh!

Traversging the =ide of
the Tshletsky Ridge we
glowly lost elevation.
After losing amut 400
feet wg came acrosz a cut
log. The trail at last!
Well, it lasted akout =
guartar of a mils, then
disappeared in a thickst
of salmonberries and
windfallg. When we got
o the othsr =2ids, 311
evidence of man was gone.

- Continued on page 9 -



- Hike from Hell cont. from page & -

It wasz back to hunting gams
trails. For the next 6 miles
there wera occasional gigne of
human occupstion, cut loge, routs
narlers in trees, Or SuUrveyors
tape left by other hikers.
Surprisingly, we mads good time.
By 6:30 P.M. we had made it to
the Chocolate Drop, a conelike
hill at the base of Tshletsky
Ridge. again, I got us lost (too
low on the ridge), but as we
contoured up the hillside, wa
found the trail again.
Everything was going great, until
sguddenly, just like the slk
pathz, the trail juszt ended. No
cut logs, no marks, just miles of
forest. Mt heart sank to my
stomach (which by this time was
growling). It was getting late
and there was nowvhsesre to camp.

Wo decidsed (at my suggsstion) to
head back to the creek. This was
8azier said than dona. The
underogrowth had turned vicious,
lots of small =zaplingas with
Devil’s Club and krambles. It
took ug a good hour to malke a
gquarter mile to the cresk. To
naks matters worso,

thers,
were on top of

N a 40 foot
w-&' clift!

Jow found a way down; I
followed. Tha creskbed
wag narrow at this
point, but ths water
wagn’t too deep. I
suggested wa hike down the
creek {(thers really was no
other alternativs). In epite of

all of my other bad idsaz, Joe
agreed. Exhausted, we stripped
to our shorts and started to wads
dowvnatream. By 9:00 P.M. ws
reached the flatlands. I found a
2and bar in the middle of tha
creek with a large flat area to
pitch a tent. Joe wadsd out to
join me and we =Zet up camp. It
had besn a long 13 hours to make
8 milesa.

The fourth (and final) morning
was glorious., We awcke to find a
gmall herd of deer playing in the
creek right beside ug. It was
auch a beautiful place; too bad
every muscle in my body screamed
in agony. After a leisurely
kreakfast we =2lowly started to
pack our gear. We waded to thse
vaest bank, put on cur hiking
boote, and started looking for
ths trail to Smith’s Ranch.

Ve never did find it. We ended up
rounding the headwall where the
Taehletsky empties into the
Quests. On the other sids of the
river, we 2aw people camping and
making kreakfa=st. It wag 2 more
milez of thickets and windfalla
before we made it to Smith’s
rlace, thse start of Tehleteky
Cresek trail.

After a light lunch we forded the
Quesets. I went first and soon
found myeelf in waist deep water.
Joe, not wanting to hike in soogy
ghorta, decided to strip from the
waist dowvn and cross "el
natural", de=pite concern of
bodily injury froa near—-gighted
and hungary trout!

- Continned on page 10-



- Hike from Hell cont. from page 9 -

From here on out the trail was Lake, showered, picksd up the
recently maintained; -not one other car, and porked out on ica
dovned tree to oketruct the path. cream!

With vigions of hamburgers

dancing in ouwr heads, we marched Hummmmm, mayle it wasn’t

the last 6 miles to the lower 80 bad after all. &and, I’'ve got
Questa ford. At this time of stories to tell!

vear the water was barely over

our krnes=s. We drove to Quinault m
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