
APRIL
2009

.g

=,E

,2
,!:-

F

E

CE

Lr.l

;

L

=
=-e

4

.z
-

=

E

E

:()

_a

'-
L

Bicycling the Great Allegheny Passage
Monday, April 13,7 pm

Presented by: Robert Pilger

In October, Robert and his old college roommate Jim rode the Great Allegheny Passage, a 346-uri1e Rails-
to-Trails trail connecting Pittsburgh , PA, to Washington, DC. Jim had read an article about this recently
completed roule in a Bicvcling magazine, and Jim was living in the DC area at the time. This area is
steeped in history, especially that involving the so-called father of our country George Washington, the
French and Indian Wars, and development of our milroads, canals, coal mining, and the steel industry. It
tumed out to be a memorable adventure, and is one ofthe classic Rails-to-Trails rides in the
USA. (Photos courteqt of Robert Pilger)
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MAP: Monthly Activity Planning
Thursday, April 9, 7 pm
CoDtact: Steye & Nancy Osbum, 360-697-5982,
steven osbum@hotmail.com

Discuss club business and help schedule outings at Steve &
Nancy's home in Poulsbo.

April Potluck
Friday, April 24, 7 pm
Contact: John & Ellen Knott, 360-710-1158

Visit with fellow PwCers at John & Ellen's home in
Bremerton. Bring an entrde or side dish to share. As hosts,

John & Ellen will provide the dessert.

Contact
Greg Myrick, 360-649-1648

Jon DeArman. 360-697 -1352

Steve & Nancy Osbum,360-697 -5982.

steven_osbum@hotmail.com

Doug Savage, 360-698-977 4

Greg Myrick, 3 60-649 -1 648

Dale Boyle, dboyle@web-o.net, 360-'792-17 l4

Treezinc.com

ww$,.coastsavers.org

Karla Precuch, 360-598-360 I

Bob Brown. 360-569-2878. or
Tony Abruzzo, 360-871-5754

Greg Myrick, 360-649-l 648

John & Ellen Knott, 360-710-l158

Charlie Pomfret, 3 60 -47 9 -'7 820

Shellel & Vick i Fleming.360-17q-2215.
two mamrots@r:comcast.net

Doug Savage. 360-698-917 4

David Boyde. 360-692-9325,
theboyde@ aol.com
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Outinq / Meetinq
Friday Moming Momtain Biking

Ski/Snowshoe to Steeple Rock

MAP Meeting, 7 pm

Climb Mount Ellinor

General Meeting, 7 pm

Ski at Paradise

Hike at Gorst Creek

Washington Coast Cleanup Day

Dogs on the Duckabush

Camping in Utah's Canyonlands

Ski into Elhn Lakes, BC

April Potluck

Bike the Olympic Discovery Trail

Whidbey lsland Beach Hike

Judd Flynn Memorial

Southem Utah Canyonlands Day Hike/
Backpack Trip
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Outings

A Word About Outings
All PWC outings and other activities are open to anyone, but if
you enjoy our company and what we do, we would like you to
become a member. The persons sponsoring trips should not be
considered instructors or leaders. If you are unsure of your
abilities, discuss the trip thoroughly with the organizer. Each
participant is responsible for his or her own comfort and safety
on any outing, Always carry the 10 essentials.

Pet Policy
Please leave pets at home when attending PWC outings unless
the trip is specifically listed as welcoming them.

Please Call Early
As a courtesy to the sponsor ofan outing in which you are
interested, please try to call at least two days before the trip for
single-day outhgs, and as soon as possible for ovemight
outings. This allows the sponsor time to make necessary
arrangements, or altemate plans should a trip be canceled for
some reason. Your consideration will be greatly appreciated.

The WEBSITE: A Source for Outings
Remember that trips can be listed on the website under Last
Minute Outings. If you don't see somqthing that interests you
in the newsletter, check the website for additional trips. Or, if
you are doing an outing that was plarured after the deadline, use
the website to post the information. This carr be done in three
ways: you can hll out the form online, or you can call or email
the info directly to the Webmaster, Venita Gooddch.

Friday Morning Mountain Biking
Fridays at 9 am
Contact: Greg Myrick, 360-649-1648

Join Greg for a weekly moming ride at Stottlemeyer, Miller
Peninsula, or other locations,

Ski/Snowshoe to Steeple Rock
Sunday, April 5

Contact; Jon DeArma\ 360-697 -1352

Intermediate skiers and beginning snowshoers will enjoy this
winter backcountry trip into the Steeple Rock area of Olympic
National Park. The un-groomed hack follows the urdulating
forested ridgeline, opening into gentle bowls at the rock face.
The more adventurous will climb Steeple Rock from the back
side while others enjoy lunch, hot toddies and skiing the snow
bowls. Jon will supply shovel and rope. Climbers need to bring
their ice axe and hamess.

Climb Mount Ellinor
Saturday, April I I
Contact: Doug Sav age, 360-698-9714

Climb Mount Ellinor and practice your ice axe skills.
Beginners welcome.

Ski at Paradise
Saturday, April 18

Contact: Dale Boyle, dboyle@web-o.net, 360-7 92-17 14

This is an intermediate back-country skiing trip. We will
tmverse the upper Edith Creek basin, descend a bit to access
the base of Mazama Ridge, ascend to the ddge top, tour north
toward the remnant ofParadise Glacier, and then return to the
parking area via Stevens Canyon Road. The minimum skill
required is being able to descend large slopes using kick
tum aad traverse. Skins would be helpful.

Hike at Gorst Creek
Saturday, April 18

Contact: tleezinc.com

Hike with Jim Trainer, the arborist that presented at the March
PWC meeting. Meet at the forestry entrance of Jarstad Park at
9 am. This easy hike is ftee, open to the public, and doesn't
require registration-if you're interested, just show up.

Washington Coast Cleanup Day
Saturday, April l8
Contact: www.coastsavers.org

Dogs on the Duckabush
Sunday, April 19

Contact: Karla Piecuch, 360-598-
3601

Bring your dog for a hike on the up-
and-down trail along the Duckabush
River. We'Il aim to go over Little
Hump and Big Hump and have lunch
at Five Mile Camp, 5.3 miles from
the trailhead. Being a "fair-weathei' hiker, this outing will
depend on the weather, and how far we go will depend on trail
conditions. Expect some snow still on parts of the trail and
prepare accordingly.

Camping in Utah's Canyonlands
Sunday, April 19 - Thursday, April30
Contact; Bob Brown, 360-569-2878, or Tony Abruzzo, 360-
871-57 54

Enjoy sunshine and slickock hiking in Arches, Bryce Canyon,
Canyonlands, Capital Reefand Zion National Parks in southem
Utah. We'lIbe camping at Squaw Flats Campground. The
focus ofthe trip will be Canyonlands. We'll visit other parks
on the drive home. Dates do not include tavel.

Ski into Elfin Lakes, BC (Garibaldi
Provincial Park)
Thursday, April 23 - Suuday, April 26
Contact: Greg Mlrick, 360-649 -1648

This is an 8-mile ski into a hut in one of the most beautiful
areas ofNorth America. The hut has propane cooking stoves
and heater, and sleeps 33 people on bunks with foam pads on a

first-come, fust-served basis. No stove, pad, or tent to carry.
Avalanche beacon, probes, a shovel, and intermediate to
advanced skiing ability are required.



Outings

Bike the Olympic Discovery Trail
Saturday, April 25
Contact: Charlie P omfret.360479-'7 820

This will be a 19-mile round trip bike ride on a bike path near

Port Angeles. We will start at the wild Curent Way access

and head west into Port Angeles. The trcil goes through forests

and parks and along the Strait ofJuan de Fuca. This trip is
suitable for road bikes.

Whidbey lsland Beach Hike
Sunday, April 26 (note date chonge)
Contact: Shelley & Vicki Fleming, 360-'779-227 5,

two.marmots@comcast.net

This is an approximately 8-mile hike along one of the most

beautiful undeveloped beaches on Puget Sound. We' ll walk
across on the ferry ftom Poft Townsend in the moming, and
hike north from Fort Casey along the beach, past Ebey's
Landing and then along the uplands above the beach before
retuming. After retuming to Port Townsend, those that wish to
can get together for dinner at a local restaurant before retuming
home.

Judd Flynn Memorial
Wednesday, April 29
Contact: Doug Savage, 360-698-977 4

Celebrate the life ofJudd Flynn by swapping stories over a

beer at Silver City.

Southern Utah Canyonlands Day Hike/
Backpack Trip
Late April - first week of May
Contact: David Boyde, 360-692-9325, theboyde@aol.com

Come and spend some time exploring southem Utah's Canyon

Country. Spend two days day hiking in Arches National Park,

three days backpacking in Canyonlands National Park and

tkee days day hiking in Bryce Canyon National Park. The

fourth Ieg ofthe tdp will be either three days backpacking
down Buckskin Gulch and up the Paria River, three days

backpacking in Grand Staircase Escalante National
Morument (three options available), or three days at Zion
National Park (one day ofday hiking and two days
backpacking). The mileage will be about 55 miles day hiking
and 50 backpacking over the l4-day trip (including travel
tine). Group size is limited to 7-12, depending on location
choices.

Ski Cowlitz Rock at Mount Rainier
Sunday, May 3

Contact: Doug Sav age, 360-698-977 4

Back-country/cross-country ski at Mount Rainier from Paradise

Lodge to the headwaters ofStevens Creek. A short scramble

up Cowlitz Rock will give a breathtaking view of Mount
Tahoma. Level is intermediate to advanced (telemark tuming
is nice, but not necessary, to enioy this hip).

Pre-Mother's Day Pub Pedal
Sahrrday, May 9
Contact: Steve & Nancy Osbum, 360-697-5982

Continuing in the fine tradition ofPast Pub Pedals, join Steve

and Nancy for a bike ride through Seattle's microbreweries.
We will meet at the ferry terminal in Seattle and pedal our
way between various breweries. This is now a day prior to
Mother's Day so you won't have to choose between brews
and Mom!

Climb Copper Mountain
Sunday, May l0
Contact: Doug Savage, 360-698-977 4

Celebrate Mother's Day with a climb. Hike to Wagonwheel
Lake and then follow the ridge up to Copper Mountain The

summit is two miles west of Mount Ellinor and is known for
its spectacular comices in the spring (which we will avoid
walking offl). This is about a 4000-foot hike/climb. Basic ice
axe skills needed.

Car Camp at Dosewallips State Park
Friday, May 15 - Sunday, May 17

Contact; Joe & Kathy Weigel, 360-419-5116

Enjoy bike riding, harvesting oysters and clams (with a

license), and a little R&R around the campsite. We'[l have

dinner at the Geoduck Friday night, and Saturday night we'll
have a potluck and BBQ-bring your own meat We have

space #79 reserved. Spaces #78 and #80 are already

reserved, so if you want to camp close, get your reservations

soon.

Bike and Hike the Dosewallips Trail
Sunday, May I7
Contact: Doug S av age. 3 60-698-977 4

Join the weekend campers for a bike and day hike on Sunday.

We will ride up to the old campground, lock up the bikes and

hike the Dosewallips Trail. No destination, just go as far as

we like.

Climb Mount Triumph
Saturday, May 23 - Monday, May 25

Contact: Kevin Ko skr. 360-373-7 429

This t p is in North Cascades National Park and includes

glacier travel and 5.6 rock climbing.

Rock Climbing at Mission Creek Canyon
Saturday, May 30 - Sunday, May 31

Contact: Dale Boyle, dboyle@web-o.neI, 360-1 92-l'7 14

Climb Mission Creek Canyon near Cashmere, WA AII
abilities are welcome.

Ski Ruby Mountain
Saturday, May 30 - Sunday, MaY 3l
Contact; Kevin Ko ski,360-373-7 429

Climb this 7400-foot peak in North Cascades National Park

and ski down ifyou darel
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Getaway at Silver Mountain, ldaho
Sahrrday, June 13 - Saturday, June 20
Contact: Molly Deardorff , 206-59 5 -7 220

Come spend all or part of a week at a 4-bedroom home in Kel-
logg, ID. Be near hiking, kayaking, whitewater rcfting and 72
miles ofpaved biking trails. Other nearby activities include
Silverwood Amusement Park, museums, shopping and mine
tours. The house sleeps 8. A great opporhrnity to explore this
beautiful area!

Extreme Day Hike Low Divide
Saturday, June 20 or Jure 27
Contact: David Boyde, 360-692-9325, theboyde@aol.com

Hike from Graves Creek, up the Quinault River to Low Divide,
and then proceed down the Elwha fuver past Whiskey Bend
and Lake Mills to the Elwha Raager Station. The total mileage
is approximately 50 miles, with an elevation gain ofonly about
3800 feet. I plan on leaving the Graves Creek Trailhead about
3 am and then hiking until we reach the Elwha Ranger Station
(rest breaks will be tolerated!). Estimated time to reach Elwha
Ranger Station is between 8 and 10 pm. If we can get another
group to start at the Elwha Ra.nger Station, we could swap ve-
hicle keys somewhere along the way.

MTTA Work Party
Saturday, June 20
Contact: Tony Abruzzo, 3 60-87 I -57 5 4

Help Tony do trail and hut maintenance for MTTA. Work par-
ties usually include dinner, and the opportunity to stay oyer-
night in one ofthe huts to enjoy some hiking or mountain bik-
ing on the trails on Sunday.

Climb Mount Saint Helens
Saturday, June 20 - Sunday, June 2l
Contact: Doug S av age,360-698-97'? 4

Start by traversing into the crater (JUST kidding!). Climb or
ski the 4800 feet from Climbers' Bivouac to the summit it is
an awesome sight. Basic ice axe skills are needed for the as-
cent. This is the easiest of the Cascade volcanoes. We will
ovemight camp Saturday night at Climbers' Bivouac, then
climb on Sunday. Pennit spaces are limited, so call early if
you're interested.

Toleak Point Backpack
Friday, June 26 - Sr.urday, Jture 28
Contact: Lynn Howat, 360-598-3087

Join me on a backpacking trip along the Paciflc Coast to beau-
tiful Toleak Point in Olympic National Park. Ifs about 6.5
miles each way. We'll hike in on Friday moming, day hike on
Saturday (orjust relax on the beach), and hike out on Sunday.
Hiking in will be a bit more relaxed this year compared to last
year because the tides are better (less advennre for Paul). In
Jr.rne there are usually baby seals and lots of eagles to be see[.
There are great sea stacks and fun tide pooling as well.

Climb Mount Saint Helens
Saturday. June 27 - Sunday. June 28
Contact: Doug Sav age. 360-698-977 4

No, this isn't a O?o-Doug is doing this trip two weekends in
a row to give everyone a chance to go. Climb or ski thc 4800
feet from Climbers' Bivouac to the summit-it is an awesome
sight. Basic ice axe skills are ueeded for the ascent. This is the
easiest of the Cascade volcanoes. We will ovemight camp
Saturday night at Climbers' Bivouac, then climb on Sunday.
Permit spaces are limited, so call early ifyou're interested.

Hike Mount Lincoln
Sunday, July 19

Contact: Gail Gross,360-307-9022, ar,d Doug Savage, 360-
698-977 4

This trail begins 2.4 miles frour the Staircase Ranger Station
along the North Fork Skokomish Trail. This tail, even tlough
it is considered abandoned, is in surprisingly good shape. See
how a forest regenerates itselfafter being decimated by the
1985 Beaver Fire, along with great views ofthe valley be-
low. Hike as far as you'd like, or relax a short distance up the
hail in a sumy clearing alongside a small mountain stream.

Climb MountAdams
Friday, July 24 - Sunday, July 26
Contact: Doug Sav age, 3 60-698-97 7 4

Join Doug and his neighbor's Boy Scout troop on the climb.

Obstruction Point to Dosewallips Traverse
Thursday, July 30 - Wednesday, August 5

Contact: John Knott, 360-710-1158

Skyline Trail/Hayes River
Saturday, August 15 - Sunday, August 23
Contact: Doug Sav age, 360-698-917 4

This is a 9-day hike up the Skyline Trail, down to Low Divide,
with a side trip to Martins Park, down the Elwha River to
Hayes River, up Hayes River to Hayden Pass, and out the West
Fork ofthe Dosewallips River. Thjs hike is about 56-60 miles,
not counting side tips. We may do some easy climbs in Seat-
tle Park.

Backpack the Frank Church Wilderness
Saturday, September 5 - Sunday, September 13

Contact: Kevin Ko ski,360-373-7 429

Backpack the Frank Church Wildemess in ldaho.

Bike the Mickelson Trail in the Black Hills
Friday, September 1l - Wednesday, September 16

Contact: Bob Brown, 360-569-2878, or Tony Abruzzo, 360-
871-5754

Bike the 109-mile Mickelson Trail over 5 days, taking time to
soak up some sun, visit parks, hike, and watch wjldlife in the
Black Hills- Dates do not include havel. Pal,rnent for the
cabin rental is due by August I 1
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Backpack to lndian Bar
Saturday, September 19 - Monday, September 21
Contact: Erin Hennings, 360-621-6961, and Doug Savage,360
-698-977 4

Backpack a portion of the Wonderland Trail around Mount
Rainier. We'lI spend two nights at Indian Bar to allow time to
explore the area and get some amazing photos. This trip wilt
be a key exchange so we can see more ofthe Wonderland Trail
and won't have to double back.

Fall Grand Canyon Expedition
2 weeks, stafiing sometime between September 19 and 26
Contact: David Boyde, 360-692-9325, theboyde@aol.com

This year's Grand Canyon trip will be a little bit different it
will be in the fall, and it will be from the North Rim. Prior to
requesting a permit, I would like to kaow how many people are
SERIOUSLY interested in going. I can get either an individual
permit for up to 6 people, or a group permit for from 7 to l1
people, depending on how many are plaming on going. Once
the permit is obtained, it willbe impossible to change it, other
than adding people (up to the permit limit). I will submit the
permit request upon my retum from Utah on May 3, so I will
need to have a body count by April 15. The poteniial routes
are as follows:

l. 1 l-day trip to the Nankoweap and North Kaibab areas (with
one night on the Walhalla Plateau): 41 miles backpacking and
up to 85 miles ofday hikes exploralion.

2. 1 1-day trip to Haunted and Phantom Canyons and the North
Kaibab area: 35 miles backpacking and up to 30 miles ofday
hikes/exploration.

3. 12-day trip to the Clear Creek and North Kaibab areas: 50
miles backpacking and up to 70 miles ofday hikes/exploration.
4. 12-day trip to the Swamp PoinVWhite CreekNorth Bass/
Shinumo Creek and Powell Plateau areas, 32 miles backpack-
ing and up to 80 miles of day hikes/exploration.

NOTE: ALL day hike/exploration mileages are approximate,
depending on local terrain, and are entirely optional. The trip
length does not include transportation to/from the Grand Can-
yon.

Climb Aconcagua: the Tallest Peak in the
Americas
December (exact date TBA)
Cotrtact: Doug Sav age, 360-698-977 4

Join Doug on his long-awaited trip to climb the Stone
Sentinel, Aconcagua, at22,841 feet, in the Andes. This is a
non-technicaI climb, but very demanding.

Mount Ritacuba, Colombia
Submitted by Daniel Froese

Bob Dormaier and I had been through a long drought
ofoverseas climbing. During our 2005 climb in Turkey, we
had started plaming for Iran and Mt. Damavand. 2006 saw us
in Russia for the successful ascent ofMt. Elbrus. Plans were
made for Iran in 2007 andjust before leaving, 15 British sailors
were kidnapped and tension became high in the Middle East.
The trip was cancelled. We started over again in 2008 and
once again it seemed possible as politics cooled. The final
straw came when the Iranian foreign ministry asked for proof
of employment. When they saw Bob worked for the US Nary
an entry visa was refused. It seems that Iran is off the list of
climbing destinations. We had planned for a trip to Mt. Acon-
cagua in January of2009. The economic crash of2008 would-
n't allow me to take tbree weeks offwork so that trip was post-
poned. The drought extended. However, while reading an
afticle it National Geographic Etplorer, I noted that Colombia
was opening and that mountaineering was available. The au-
thor talked ofa Sierra Nevada range in the far northern Andes.
A climbing guide was mentioned so l looked up his website
and on scanning through his retinue of climbs noted Mt. Ri-
tacuba, the highest in the range. We coresponded later in the
year and arranged for a climb in January, their peak season.
Air tickets were purchased and hotels booked for the stay in
Bogota.

We left January 10o for a flight through Atlanta, arriv-
ing just before midnight. Our guide, Nicolas Moreno, picked
us up at the airport for the short drive through Bogola to the
holel, Casona del Patio. The altitude olBogota at 8500 feet
was notable in the quickened breath and the pounding heart,
which never left us until we retumed to sea level. We had
plaDned the exfra day to aid in our acclimatization. Sunday
took us for some sightseeing around the capital into the Simon
Bolivar Plaza and associated flea markets. We never saw an-
other tourist let alone English speaker and suffered without a
word of Spanish between the two ofus. Calls of"gringo" fol-
lowed us everywhere as we stood out being tall and lightly
colored. We felt safe the entire time though and found people
friendly and interested in our presence. South America is a
great continent to yisit for the American but I would recom-
mend klowing some ofthe language. That aftemoon was
spent repacking our climbing gear, readying for the tdp the
following moming.

Early Monday moming, Nicolas picked us up to starl
the most difficult part ofthe joumey, that being the 10-hour
drive into the mountains. We had a small4X4 that packed all
our gear and the three of us in like sardines. We tumed to-
wards the north and followed worsening roads up over a pass at
I3,000 feet around hairpin tums with drops over the sides of
thousands offeet. Few guardrails were seen and several
wrecks uoted. We dropped down to a more tropical 1500 feet
before hitting dirt roads and climbing back up into the moun-
tains. Colombia is a country of considerable hills and valleys.
We hnally stopped at the regional capital ofEl Cocuy to pick
up final supplies and obtain our climbing permits. Well after
dark we arived at the home of our horseman, Hilberto. We
were at I1,000 feet.

(continued on page 7)



Trip Report

(continued from page 6)
Dinner, consisting of mutton, pota-
toes and dce, was enjoyed with his
wife and four young chilclren in a
two-room house that had only re-
ceived electriciSr the previous year.
We set up tents in the adjoining
field and found bathroom facilities
"behind any tree or wall that af-
forded us privacy". Here started
our great experience in the culture
ofthese people: warm, friendly and
very hospitable. Imagine seeing
the delighted faces on kids eating
M&M's for the hrst time and
watching their amazement as they
saw themselves on the LCD screen
ofa camera. They don't see tour-
ists and are not spoiled by our
modem world. That will change as

touism arives in this part ofthe
country. This region had been
closed until six years ago when the

government finally expelled the leftist guerillas. We had passed through multiple military checkpoints and armed govemment forces
were very evident during our drive in.

The follo*'ing Tuesday morning we peeked out ofthe tent for cloudless yiews of the objective, the snow-covered peak of
Mt. Ritacuba. Sadly, this is the fastest shdnting glacier in the world but at this time still awesome to view. After a breakfast of mut-
ton and potatoes we packed the car and headed to the trailhead and met Hector, our horseman ofthe day, who had left earlier to meet
us. Ourbelongings for the trip were lashed onto the horses in addition to all the camp gear and the trek started uD a rr.ell-traveled
path to the base camp. Local Colombians would use this trail to take horses to the foot of the glacier to experience snow for the day
and then head back home. As usual, our companions arrived at camp well before us and we found tents all set up and Hector and the
two horses heading down as we arrived. This was to be our home at 14,600 feet for the next three days. Only two other tents were
in caurp with four local climbers sharing the site with us. The altitude became quite notable with even tuming over in our bags leav-
ing us gasping for breath. We had arrived early in the day and settled down to relax, talk and listen to tapes aswe acclimatized. Our
guide was a great cook and we enjoyed ftesh meals the entire time. It was colder than I had thought it would be and spent most of
the time bundled up. During the night the
winds howled around us and we shivered
in our bags.

The following moming,
Wednesclay, found the surrounding water
frozen and we anxiously awaited the srm
to warm us up. The objective ofthat day
was to study the approach, We started
with an ascent to look over a rock climb
to the glacier but found it to be Class 4
and nobody had helmets so that was
scratched. It had allowed us to climb
1000 feet and so aid us in the climb high,
sleep low acclimatizatiol. A route to the
left took us ro the rongue of the glacier
and we found an entrance that we could
approach during the dark. We had our
path set. The rest ofthe second day was
spent relaxing again and making hnal
preparalrons. After the traditional pasta
meal, we climbed into our bags after set-
ting the alarm for 2:30 am.

(continued on page 8)



Trip Report

(continuedfi-om page 7)

We appreciated a calm
night and awoke to clear skies but
again found everything frozen
around us. After drinking a liter of
water and gulping down a rame[
breakfast, we followed the path to
the glacier and there roped up.
The climb began. Multiple layers
were employed to keep us warn
and gradually our water bottles
froze and fingers and toes nunbed.
Our guide was in great shape and
would have gone for the top with-
out a stop. We, however, slowed
by the altitude, forced a couple of
rest stops. Little could be seerl as

we followed the glacier up, utiliz-
ing our headlamps. Finally, it
lightened and I certainly rejoiced
to see the sun peek over the moun-
tains to the east and it started to
wann. Layers were peeled off
during this process as we approached the summit pyramid. Once again I could feel my appendages. We were left with a short 60-
degree climb to the top that required some front pointing. Due to the heavity comiced peak, we anchored in and quickly shot pic-
tures. We were all alone; it was 7 am. Not a cloud was seen and we could see as far away as Venezuela and enjoyed views ofsur-
rounding peaks including Ritacuba Norte and Negro. Our summit of 17,750 feet with a climb of 3000 feet had been reached in just
over four hours. We were exlilarated! The down climb was quick and anticlimactic. As we rested back on the tongue of the gla-
cier, the clouds from below started swirling back in, but we were unfazed. The climb was complete; we were safe.

Hilberto returned at 8:30 the following moming, Friday, punctual "like a British train." We repacked our bags onto tl're t\.o
horses and, of course, they beat us down even though we had a head start. Once again. the harrou,ing road trip back seemed more
dangerous than the climb itself. The prolonged shower and long night's sleep were memorable. Saturday moming saw us taking a
teleferique up the local peak Monseratt for commanding views of the city. That aftemoon. \\'e experienced six rounds ofbull fight-

ing in the Plaza del Tores de San-
tamaria, something that isn't
widely seen and certainly not so
rn the US. The trip had been a
huge success. South America is a
wonderful climbing venue with
ftiendly people, easy access and
great exchange rates for our dol-
lar, with cheap costs compared to
Europe. lt allows trips during
u,inter so we can escape our
dreary days and enjoy some sun-
shine. Colombia was safe and,
while expanding for tourism, stil1
has the feel ofan untainted old
world. Our guide was knowl-
edgeable, affable and energetic. I

. ...- would recommend this experience
to anyone who likes a challenge

,'' and can liYe without all the fiISt
'' ., world amenities. It allows a

':' glimpse into the past which is
.... soon to be lost.



Club News Club Business

PWC Welcomes New Members...
Joan & Curtis Woods ofPoulsbo.

Door Prize Winner At the March meeting, John Hager
won the door prize, a water filter.

Meeting Refreshments
Tharks to all who brought snacks to the March meeting.
Contact Doug Savage @ 360-698-977 4 if you would like to
bring snacks to the next meeting.

Jon's Minute
At the March meeting, Jon talked about hiking and ski poles.

We Need You!
Each month the club's MAP meeting and potluck dinner are in
need ofvoluateer hosts willing to share their home for an
evening. Ifyou can handle a small home invasion, please
contact the club secretary, Bamey Bemhafi, at360-4'19-3679.

Sponsor an Outing
We are always looking for people to sponsor outings for the
PWC. Ifyou are planning a hip, let us know about it! Come to
the MAP meeting the Thursday before the General Meeting to
discuss your plan for a trip. You can submit trip desc ptions to
the PENWICLE by contacting Edn Hennings at
penwicle@hotrnail.com or 360-621-6961. Planning a last-
minute outing? No problem - post your t p on the PWC
website by filling out the form at http://www.pwckitsap.org/

Trip Reports & Photos Wanted
Do you have a great story to share about a recent trip? Erin
Hennings is looking for tdp reports to print in the PENWICLE.
Trip reports can be all text, all photos, or any combination of
the two. There are no length requirements. Please send trip
reports and photos to Erin at penwicle@hofnail.com

Scrapbook Photos Wanted
Sue DeArman, our Scrapbook Editor, is looking for photos of
PWC activities. Please include your name, details of the tdp
(date and locatior), and people and places in the pictues.
Electonic photos are welcome, too. Contact Sue DeArman,
3 60-697 - 13 52, dearmans@comcast.net

Update Your Email Address
Does the PWC have your curent email address? Ifnot,
contact Barbara Hager, Membership Coordinator, to update
your email address and other contact information. Barbara can
be reached at 360-692-5121 or greenthumb@telebyte.com

PWC Online...www.pwckitsap.org
Please conlact Verita Gooclrich at 360-698-9774 for inquiries
regarding the PWC website. Submissions to the editor of the
PpNwIclg will be sent to the website, unless requested
otherwise.

Joining the PWC or Membership Renewal
The PWC General Meeting is held the second Monday of each
month, 7 pm, at the Kitsap Unitaria.n Universalist Fellowship in
East Bremerton. To join or renew, please see form on back of
newsletter. Receive a discount on select merchaadise or
services at the following businesses with your PWC
membership, but check with vendor for details:

. Olympic Outdoor Center, Poulsbo

. Vertical World Climbing Gym, Bremerton

o Silverdale Cyclery, Silverdale

o Commander's Beach House Bed and Breakfast, Port
Townsend

. Ajax Cafd, Port Hadlock

o Kitsap Sports, Silverdale

r Poulsbo Running, Poulsbo

New members will receive a membership card with their New
Membership packet. All members can pick up a card at the
monthly meeting.

Address Changes and Member Address-
Phone List
Address changes should bo sent to Barbafi Haget at
Peninsula Wildemess Club
P.O. Box 323
Bremerton, WA 98337 -007 0,
or email greenthumb@teleblte.com, or c all360-692-5121.
Members should also contact Barbara if they wish to receive a
new membership directory.

PENWICLE Submissions
Submissions to the PENWICLE must be received by the Friday
after the General Meeting to insue a place in the next issue,

Contact Erin Hennings at penwicle@hotmail.com or
360-621 -6961 .

Officers & Stoff

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board of Directors:

Entertainment:
Events:
Refreshments :

Scrapbook:
Membership Coordinator;
Website Editor:
Penwicle Editor:
Penwicle Proofreader:

Greg Myrick ........ 3 60-649-1648
Erin Hennings...... 3 60-621-6961
Barney Bemhard.. 3 60-41 9-361 9

Jill Hawes ............ 360-27 5-5402
Dale Boyle ........... 3 60-792-1714
Shelley F1eming... 360-'7'7 9-227 5

Steve Osbum ....... 3 60-697 -5982
Joe Weigel ........... 360-47 9-511,6
Erin Hennings...... 360-621-6961
Doug Savage........ 3 60-698-9774
Sue DeArman ...... 360-697 -13 52
Barbara Hager...... 3 60-692-5121
Venita Goodrich... 3 60-698-977 4
E n Hennings ...... 3 60-621-6961
Steve Dikowski.... 360-692-8386



PWC Join or Renew Membership PWC
The Peninsula Wilderness Club is an informal organization for persons interested in active outdoor pursuits. Main
activities include hiking, backpacking, mountain climbing, rock climbing, and skiing. All outings, from casual hikes to
technical mountain sports, are initiated by individual members. These members are volunteers who generously offer to
make minimal arrangements so an outing can take place. They do not accept responsibility for the safety or care of any
participant. The PWC does not conduct instructional programs and members are expected to have whatever clothing,
equipment, skills, and physical conditioning are appropriate for the outing they wish to join. l\4embers are expected to
practice responsible environmental stewardship and must accept that there are dangers and a risk of injury in most
outdoor activities.

Dues are $25 per household per year. Send a check or money order to:
Peninsula Wilderness Club
P.O. Box 323
Bremerton, WA 98337-0070

Please check if: New l\,4embe(s) E Renewing N4embe(s) E Change of Address !
Name(s):

lVlailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: E-mail:

(Please print clearly)

E Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter as an Adobe PDF document by e-mail INSTEAD OF a printed copy.

E Check here if you do NOT wish any informafi6h tci bd- included in the list cjistributed to members.
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Peninsula Wilderness Club
P.O. Box 323
Bremerton, WA 98337-0070
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