Peninsula Wilderness Club (PWC) History

The Beginning

Peninsula Wilderness Club was formed the latter part of 1978. That same year, brothers Judd and Pete

Flynn had opened the MConstance Moutain Shoppe inaportion8f KS I G2y al f f @ Ly (K¢
interest in wilderness backpacking and climbing gamvingrapidly. In the spring of 1978)lympic

College offered a Basic Mountaineering ckisg was popular with the local outdw enthusiasts

wanting to learn the techniques of backcountry travel and climbing.

The Mountain Shoppe became a natural meeting place for backpackers and climbers to find the latest

gear that was becoming available. With the classes at Olympic Coliegdeted, many in the group

wanted a way to keep in touch and continue their outdoor adventures together. Thus, Peninsula
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in the formation of the clubHe had a knack of getting people excited about activities the club could do

and obtaining renowned climbers and adventurers to come speak at the meefggewould put signs

on the front door of the shoppe and create flyers to distribute to the custamer

Craig Martin was elected as the first club president, clulalys were adopted, and a newsletter was
started with Marty Kaminskus as editor.

In 1981, the club received confirmation of nrprofit incorporated status from the Secretary of State,
BruceChapman.

Philosophy
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The club continues today in much tekame style of membeorganized trips and camaraderie. Meetings

are still a time to socialize, share information about outings, and enjoy entertaining presentations given

by members or guest speakers.

Annual Picnic(s)

The first PWC picnic was actually iater picnic held at Paradise Mt. Rainier in January 1980.

Picnics have been held at various locations (i.e., Scenic BeaetSRalleck, Manchester State Park

Port Orchard, lllahee State PaiBremerton, Kitsap Memorial ParRoulsbo, Jackson PaiRremeton,

Island Lake PaiRilverdale, Raab ParRoulsbo). For many years, the picnic was more like a potluck
where members brought a main dish, salad, or dessert as well as their own plates and utensils. It has
gone through many variations throughout the yeahs.recent years, the club has providegtat, buns,

and condiments.
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Apparel

The first PWC-shirts with the newly created logowvere sold in June 1981 at a cost of $5.56shifts
containing the large black and white PWC logo on the back and a small logo over bnedsftpocket
were soldin June 1990 for $9.00.

In December 1999, ashirt committee was formed to organize &lirt sale and evaluate the possibility
of having the PWC logo put on mugs, stickers, bags/eteas decided to setlshirts, longsleeve
t-shirts, sweatshid, hooded sweatshirts, and polo shivihichwent on sale in May 2000.

Climbers Club

In Felvuary 1998, Craig Martin suggested that it might be beneficial to lzesecial interest group of
members who wisbdto pursue interests such as climbing. A smgalup of members met at Silver City
Brewing Company, Silverdale on the last Monday of each month. Interest varied from technical rock to
alpine climbing. The meetings were informal and allowed the attendees to hook up with others to go
climbing.

Club Stéistics/Telephone Directory/Membership Directory

The first membership list was created in May 1980 and contained 96 active menfisige member
activity is indicated in the chart below.

Active Members
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The chart below depicts new incoming membasswell a®utgoing members from 1988 to present.
Data for outgoing members was not available for 1988 through 2003.
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Committees/Chairman

Over the years, there have been various committees/chairman positions created. Some of them are still
in existence today.

1

OutsideEntertainment Committee formed between January 1979 and March 1980 to get
speakers and arrange locations for the show.

December 1981 The following ew committees were formed1) Entertainment Committee, to
organize monthly entertainment at general mewgs; (2) FundRaising Committee, approach
potential people to come to Kitsap Peninsula to present a show for varicddmission would

be charged(3) Activities Committee, assist the individual activity leaders in using data compiled
by President or VicerBsident to the fullest; (4) Phone Tree Committee, keep the phone tree up
to-date and keep members informed of club activities; (5) Publicity Committee, ensure meeting
or major event information is listed in the Bremerton Sun and/or newspapers; (6) Emérdal
Issues Committee, responsible for getting opinions of membership to elected officers on issues
relevant to outdoors, keep membership informed of issues relevant to outdoors; (7) Rummage
Sale Committee, gather items from membership for resale.

Octobea 1986: Steering Committee namaaplan club outings and projects and provide

general guidance on club policy. Met %2 hour before beginning of regular meeting.

November 1987: Trip Committee established, responsible for planning and organizing club
spon®red outings.

Page3 of 17 Rev. 1/17



9 October 1990: Environmental Chairperson created to serve as a point of contact for the club on
environmental issues. Judy Guttormsen named chairperson with Jean Knox and Rob Shope as
committee members. Judyasto keep club members informed of key environmental issues
and to promote environmentally related activities within the club.

1 March 1991: Refreshmenb@mittee formed to ensure that refreshmengse served at
monthly meetings.

1 September 1992: Triph@irman (Doug Savage) established to organize and promote outings
that are planned for PWC membenspuld help others plan trips as well as lead some.

1 February 2001: EventdaRningCommittee formed to plan and organize annual events such as
Winterfest, Halleveen party and picnic and unique eusrlike special guest speakers

1 February 2001: Membershipoordinator position created. This persamuld pick up mail from
P.O. Box, get information to officers and stafaitimely manner.and ensurghat new membes
receive a newsletter and other correspondence

1 September 2011: Content Mager. This person would manage the PWC Dropbox folder.

1 De@mber2014 Club Historian. Responsible for collecting and retaining information,
documents, and other records thatilwbe preserved as a record of the Peninsula Wilderness
/ £dz0Qa KAAG2NEO®

Cookouts

PWC has held several competitive cookouts throughout the years. The first being in July 1992 where
participants prepared camp meals and trail foods. It was such a subetssmother cookout was held

in August 1993. In July 1994 and June 1998, participants prepared breakfast/dinner and lunch/snacks.
Another outdoor cooloff took place at Evergreen Park in June 2001 with categories being breakfast,
lunch and snacks, dinneand car camping. Entries were judged on taste, weight efficiency and ease of
cleanup. Monetary awards were given t8 through 4" places in each category.
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Contests

There have been various contests held since the formation of PWC. The firstHeeamghouncement
of a logo contest in April 1980. The person who created the winning logo design would receive $30. In
al NOK mpym> 5AFYS bSgYlyQa 232 RSaAdy gl a OKzaSy

A professional illustratowas hired in May 1990 to give the logo a more polished look. Lettering and art
work was redrawn but the basic design of the original logo was retained.
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A new contest was announced in December 1999 to create a newdkxign which would bring the
logo upto-date. The winning desigoreated by Tom Broszewas chosen in March 2000.

The logo was updated by Jay Thompsen in 2016 to add biking and color.

Dues

In January 1980, it was d@tnined that yearly club dues would be $9 which included the entire family.
Membership dues were increased to $12 in October 1986, than increased to $18 in January 1992. The
last increase was in March 2002 whdunes wereincreased to $25 per year per fégm
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Elections and Board

Since the club was formed the fall, it was determiné that elections would be heldach November

with the term of office being one yeailhe initial club officers consisted of a President, Vice-President,

Secretary, and Treasurer.  The President was responsible for appointing other officers and committees

as necessary to fulfill the administration and purpose of theclub. LY 2 NRSNJ 12 RAGSNEAGE |
was decided thathie President could be ioffice for two consecutive terms. The clublays were

amended in March 1999 to establish a Board of Directors. This Board of Directors (3) would be granted
authority and responsibility to set club policies. Directors lddae elected by the membershgnd

have since become known as Members at Largjlae President Emeritus position was added in

December 2011.

Equipment

A slide projector became available in April 1980 for members to show interesting photos and action
pictures at each meeting. In Apti991, the club purchased a slide projector (Kodak 4600 carousel slide
projector with 102 MM lens) for $485.10. Prior to that, the club had borrowed a slide projector each
month.

In February 1999, the club purchased a new computer printer, Cancb@and a threeyear

extended service agreement at a total cost of $250. The printer was used to print addresses directly on
the newsletter eliminating the time and work of attaching the labels each month. An added boaus wa
the ability to print small pogrs in color.

The club acquired a projection screenFebruary 20050 improve the quality of the images shown
during presentations.

Fatalities
Over the years, there have been two fatalities during PWC sponsored events.

The first occurred in May 1983. dilFlynn, Jim Busek, and Doug Vercoe were on their way to Camp
Muir on Mount Rainier when they were caught in a blizzard. Doug fell through a snow ledge and
vanished in the snow into Cowlitz Glacier while traversing a slope. To date, his body haseeaver b
found.

The second fatality occurred while climbing Mt. Washington in February 1995. Steve Whiting died of a
heart attack en route to the summit. Later, his wife asked if any PWC members would be willing to take
KSNJ Kdza ol yYRQa | ahe®auntdir? A lafgeSgroapdaivfamilyii frieddE, arid PWC members
honored her request.

Injuries

Karla Piecuctvasinjured (broken leg) while glissading down the main chute of Mt. Ellinor on May 31,
2008. The group she was with had completed their climihéosummit and had all glissaded the first
two small runs from the summit to the top of the main chute. Her rescue took over 10.hours
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Meetings Executive

These meetings were held at club members housebvere open to the general membership. Various
things were accomplished at these meetingsne being the relegation of different tasks and
responsibilities.

Meetings (General Monthly)

The general monthly meetings include a short business session, reports on recent outings, description of
upcoming outings, drawing for a door prize, and a speaker or presentation.

The first meetings were held in the back corner of the Mt. Constance Mauhoppe after the store
closed for the day. The group quickly outgrew that space and started meeting at Olympic College

(Art Room 103 until January 1979, th&cience Room 136 until October 1981). After that, the club
began meeting at the Kitsdpnitarian Fellowship Church on Perry Avenue. The meeting time had
always been at 7:30 but was changed to 7:00 in February 2003. After meeting at the Kitsap Fellowship
Church for almost 30 years, the club moved their general meeting location to the VIF@h I€entral

Valley Road in August 2013. Prior to this, the club had met the second Monday of each motitis, but
was changed to the first Wednesday of each month with the meeting time continuing to be 7:00.

Meetings (Route Finding Meetingbiterested Members Meeting (IMM)/Monthly Activity Planning
MAP

Interested Members Meetings (IMMs) held their first meeting in November 1981. Their goal was to

bring club members together to monitor egoing club business in an effort to keep boring details from
taking up time at the official meeting. Outdoor activities would also be mapped out on a schedule for
0KS dzLJO02YAy3a 6SS1ao I af AR oFO1¢ ILILINRIFOK g1l &
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after the general meetings each month. Thesetggethers were held to discuss trips in detail rather
than taking time at thegeneral monthy meetings to explain details.

Before any of these trip planning meetings were created, potential trips were written on a chalk
blackboard by members attending the meeting. This eventually moved to a dry erase board and/or flip
tablet.

In December 2001he IMM was renamed to MAP. On more than one occasion, new members

mistakenly believed the meeting existed to specifically welcome new members and address their
jdzSaGAz2yad LG 61&a K2LISR (KFG GKS yIYS dary(iKfe
this meeting was all about.

When the general monthly meeting place changed to the VFW Hall, the MAP meeting was changed to
the third Wednesday of each month with starting time of 7:00 p.m.
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Monthly Potlucks

Monthly potlucks began in February 1993 timef@to get to know other members. The potluck is a
monthly gathering and a great way of enjoying the company of other PWC members. The potluck days
and times has changed numerous times throughout the years.

Newletter
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members. It had a calendar attached with trips handwritten on the dates they were to take place.
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There have been various formats to the newsletter throughout the years.
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A Name the Newsletter contest was announced in February 1990. Prior to this, the club newsletter had
0SSy (y2¢6y & atSyAyadzZ | 2Af RRSNySaa /ftdzo bSgatSai
dedication to promoting musctpowered outdoor actities rather than one specific activity. The

winner would receive a pictorial map donated by Dee Molenaar as well as a $25 gift certificate to

Mt. Constance Mountain Shoppe. In May 1990, the club was presented with the following suggestions:
Outbound, Widerness Ways, Wilderness Wonderings, Fog Side, Penwicle, and Pathfinder. At the

Wdzy S mdpdn YSSGAYyIAZ GKS & AYyYy A ghaserBs/thie Névsleitar Sayheéi A Of S¢ 06
Penwicle was created by combining the first letters of Peninsula Wilde@labs Steve intended the
LINPYdzy OAl A2y G2 06S aAYAfLF N G2 d&LIAPEiIASUIGWISetndss . dzi
Clb Bvents was born.

June 1990: First newsletter with the new club name.
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